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IN THE CLAIMS: 
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ClairrA 1. A self -authenticating article comprising: 
a plasVic paper substitute adapted to retain various forms 
of indicia; \and a means particularly adapted for revealing 
hidden indicm, said means defining an authenticating area 
which forms a Yunitary and integral structure in combination 
with said plastic paper substitute; 

wherein saM authenticating area is positionable in 
juxtaposed relation to said hidden indicia thereby providing 
instant verification of the authenticity of said article. 
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12 Claim 2. The sel A-authenticating article of claim 1 wherein 

13 said authenticating m^ans comprises a decoding lens. 
14 

15 Claim 3. The selfi authenticating article of claim 2 

16 wherein said lens is inlaid. 
17 

18 Claim 4. The self authenticating article of claim 2 

19 wherein said lens is preformed. 
20 

21 Claim 5. The self authenticating article of claim 2 

22 wherein said lens is produced b^ an intaglio engraving process. 
23 



fO^ ClatLm 6. The self authenticating article of claim 1 
wherein said hidden indicia comprises one or more digitally- 
produced latent images, each of said images being encoded in 
accordance^ with particular parameters whereby revelation of 
said hidden indicia is only achievable by a particularly 
programmed authenticating means. 



A .o Claim 7.\ The self authenticating article of claim 1 , 



t 



wherein said hidden indicia are associated with said plastic 



paper substitute in accordance with parameters set forth by a 
computer implemented software program, said hidden indicia 
being characterized by one or more latent images visible only 
when viewed through said means particularly adapted for 
revealing said hidden indicia. 



Claim 8. The self authenticating article of claim 1 
wherein said plastic p&aper substitute is selected from the 
group consisting of syntnetic resin films having a high degree 
of writability and printanility, laminate composite structures 
including combinations of paper and non-paper materials, latex 
saturated durable papers, coated polyolefin substrates formed 
from randomly dispersed ancK bonded polyolefin filaments, 
reinforced papers, and combinations thereof. 



1 Claim 9. The self authenticating article of claim 1 

2 wherein \said article is selected from the group consisting of 

3 currency \ stock certificates, bond certificates, special event 

4 tickets, nax stamps, official certificates, passports, bank and 

5 travelers \ checks, anti-counterf eiting labels, birth 

6 certificates, land deed titles, visas, food stamps, lottery 

7 tickets, driver's licenses, wills, coupons, rebates, contracts, 

8 test answer norms, invoices, inventory forms, and original 

9 artwork. \ 

10 \ 

11 Claim 10. A^self -authenticating article comprising: 

12 a plastic paper substitute adapted to retain various forms 

13 of indicia and inc]Viding thereon hidden indicia; and 

14 a means particularly adapted for revealing said hidden 

15 indicia, said means defining an authenticating area which forms 

16 a unitary and integral structure in combination with said 

17 plastic paper substitutes 

18 wherein said authenticating area is positionable in 

19 juxtaposed relation to saAd hidden indicia thereby providing 

20 instant verification of the\ authenticity of said article. 

21 \ 
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1 Glaim 11. The self -authenticating article of claim 10 

2 wherein said authenticating means comprises an optical viewing 

3 lens. 



5 / 3 Z Claim\ 12. The self authenticating article of claim 11 

6 wherein saisjl optical viewing lens is inlaid. 
7 

8 1®^- Claim 13\ The self authenticating article of claim 11 

9 wherein said optical viewing lens is preformed. 
10 

11' Claim 14. The self authenticating article of claim 11 

12 wherein said optical viewing lens is produced by an intaglio 

13 engraving process, 
14 

15 ' Claim 15. The self authenticating article of claim 10 

16 wherein said hidden intiicia comprises one or more digitally 

17 produced latent images, e ac h °f said images being encoded in 

18 accordance with particular parameters whereby revelation of 

19 said hidden indicia is only achievable by a particularly 

20 programmed authenticating meins , 
21 
22 
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ilaim 16. The self authenticating article of claim 10 



whereirk said hidd en ind ic ia are associated with sai d plasti c L 
paper substitute in accordance with parameters set forth by a 
computer \implemented software program, said hidden indicia 
being characterized by one or more latent images visible only 
when viewed through said means particularly adapted for 
revealing saiVl hidden indicia. 



9 ft Claim 17.\The self authenticating article of claim 10 

10 wherein said plAstic paper substitute is selected from the 

11 group consisting of synthetic resin films having a high degree 

12 of writability and printability, laminate composite structures 

13 including combinations of paper and non-paper materials, latex 

14 saturated durable papers, coated polyolefin substrates formed 

15 from randomly disperse^ and bonded polyolefin filaments, 

16 reinforced papers, and co\pbinations thereof, 
17 

18 ^ Claim 18. The self authenticating article of claim 10 

19 wherein said article is selected from the group consisting of 

20 currency, stock certificates, bo\id certificates, special event 

21 tickets, tax stamps, official certificates, passports, bank and 

22 travelers checks, ant i- count er\f eiting labels, birth 

23 certificates, land deed titles, visas, food stamps, lottery 
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1 tickets, driver 1 s licenses, wills, coupons, rebates, contracts, 

2 test\ answer forms, invoices, inventory forms, and original 

3 artwoi 



5 Claian 19. A self -authenticating article comprising: 

6 a plastic paper substitute containing visible and hidden 

7 indicia; aftd a means particularly adapted for revealing said 

8 hidden indicia, said means defining an authenticating area 

9 which forms a unitary and integral structure in combination 

10 with said plasnic paper substitute; wherein said authenticating 

11 area is positionable in juxtaposed relation to said hidden 

12 indicia thereby\ providing instant verification of the 

13 authenticity of sa\d article. 
14 

15 / ^ Claim 20. The self -authenticating article of claim 19 

16 wherein said authenticating means comprises a optical viewing 

17 lens. 



18 

19 Claim 21. The self authenticating article of claim 20 

2 0 wherein said optical viewing \ens is inlaid. 
21 

22 Claim 22. The self authenticating article of claim 20 

23 wherein said optical viewing lens Vs preformed. 
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Claim 23. The self authenticating article of claim 20 
wherein\ said optical viewing lens is produced by an intaglio 
engraving process . 



Claim >£4. The self authenticating article of claim 19 
wherein said\hidden indicia comprises one or more digitally 
produced laterft images, each of said images being encoded in 

8 accordance witt\ particular parameters whereby revelation of 

9 said hidden indicia is only achievable by a particularly 
10 programmed authenty eating means. 
11 

12 Claim 25. The keif authenticating article of claim 19 

13 wherein said hidden d^i dicia are a ssociated with said plastic 

14 paper substitute in accordance with parameters set forth by a 

15 computer implemented sdftware program, said hidden indicia 

16 being characterized by oAe or more latent images visible only 

17 when viewed through saiffl means particularly adapted for 

18 revealing said hidden indie? 
19 
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1 \^ Claim 26. The self authenticating article of claim 19 

2 wherein said plastic paper substitute is selected from the 

3 group consisting of synthetic resin films having a high degree 

4 of writability and printability, laminate composite structures 

5 including combinations of paper and non-paper materials, latex 

6 saturated durable papers, coated polyolefin substrates formed 

7 from randomly dispersed and bonded polyolefin filaments, 

8 reinforced papers, and combinations thereof. 

9 \ 

10 Claim 27. TShe self authenticating article of claim 19 

11 wherein said article is selected from the group consisting of 

12 currency, stock certificates, bond certificates, special event 

13 tickets, tax stamps, official certificates, passports, bank and 

14 travelers checks, \ anti-counterf eiting labels, birth 

15 certificates, land deed titles, visas, food stamps, lottery 

16 tickets, driver's licenses, wills, coupons, rebates, contracts, 

17 test answer forms, invoices, inventory forms, and original 

18 artwork. \ 

19 \ 

20 /d^-~ Claim 28. A self -authenticating currency comprising: 

21 a plastic paper substitute containing visible currency 

22 defining indicia and hidden currency authenticating indicia; 
2 3 and \ 



44 



means particularly adapted for revealing said hidden 
indicik, said means defining an authenticating area which forms 
a unitary and integral structure in combination with said 
plastic gaper substitute; 

wherein said authenticating area is positionable in 
juxtaposed urelat ion to said hidden indicia thereby providing 
instant verification of the authenticity of said currency. 
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9 / Claim 29.u"he self -authenticating article of claim 28 

10 wherein said authenticating means comprises a optical viewing^ 

11 lens, 
12 

IdZ. 

13 ' Claim 30. The self authenticating article of claim 29 

14 wherein said optical viewing lens is inlaid. 
15 

Claim 31. The self authenticating article of claim 29 
17 wherein said optical viewing lens is preformed. 
18 

19/" Claim 32. The self authenticating article of claim 29 
20- wherein said optical viewing le\is is produced by an intaglio 
21 engraving process. 
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aim 33. The self authenticating article of claim 28 



wherein said hidden indicia comprises one or more digitally 
produced latent images, each of said images being encoded in 
accordance with particular parameters whereby revelation of 
said hidaen indicia is only achievable by a particularly 
programmed ^authenticating means. 

^ Claim 34V The self authenticating article of claim 28 
wherein said nidden indicia are associated with said plastic 
paper substitute in accordance with parameters set forth by a 
computer implemented software program, said hidden indicia 
being characterized by one or more latent images visible only 
when viewed through said means particularly adapted for 
revealing said hidden indicia. 



Claim 35. The self authenticating article of claim 28 
wherein said plastic pW)er substitute is selected from the 
group consisting of syntAetic resin films having a high degree 
of writability and printabVlity, laminate composite structures 
including combinations of p^per and non-paper materials, latex 
saturated durable papers, coated polyolefin substrates formed 
from randomly dispersed and\ bonded polyolefin filaments, 
reinforced papers, and combinations thereof. 
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1 J (^lairn 36. The self authenticating article of claim 28 

2 whereiA said article is selected from the group consisting of 

3 currency, stock certificates, bond certificates, special event 

4 tickets, tax stamps, official certificates, passports, bank and 

5 travelers \ checks, anti -counterfeiting labels, birth 

6 certificates, land deed titles, visas, food stamps, lottery 

7 tickets, driver 1 s licenses, wills, coupons, rebates, contracts, 

8 test answer ^orrns, invoices, inventory forms, and original 

9 artwork. 



Claim 37. A \ method for preventing counterfeiting of 
documents comprising : 

providing a plastic paper substitute adapted to retain 
various forms of indicia; 

providing a means particularly adapted for revealing 
hidden indicia, said means defining an authenticating area 
which forms a unitary and integral structure in combination 
with said plastic paper substitute; and 

applying indicia selected from the group consisting of 
visible indicia, hidden indicia and combinations thereof to the 
surface of said plastic aper substitute; 
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whereby said authenticating area is positionable in 
juxtaposed relation to said hidden indicia thereby providing 
instant verification of the authenticity of said article. 

Claim\38. The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with claim 37 wherein: said authenticating means 
provided comprises a optical viewing lens. 

Claim 39. The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance wiph claim 38 wherein said optical viewing lens 
is inlaid. 

Claim 40. The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with c\aim 3 8 wherein said optical viewing lens 
is preformed. 

Claim 41. The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with claim 3A wherein said optical viewing lens 
is produced by an intaglio engraving process. 
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C3.aa.rn 42. The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with claim 37 wherein said hidden indicia 
comprises one or more digitally produced lat ent im ages, each of 
said images being encoded in ^.accordance with particular 



parameters whereby reve lati on of said hidden i n dic ia jis_ only 
achievable by\a particularly programmed authenticating means. 



Claim 43. "she method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with claim 3 7 wherein said hidden indicia are 
associated with said plastic paper substitute in accordance 
with parameters set\ forth by a computer implemented software 
program, said hidden Indicia being characterized by one or more 



latent images visible\_oj]ly___when viewed through said means 



particularly adapt.ed_f .Qj^-r Levg^jj^g^said^h i dden indicia. 

Claim 44 . The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with claim 37 wherein said plastic paper 
substitute is selected from Khe group consisting of synthetic 
resin films having a high degree of writability and 
printability, laminate composite structures including 
combinations of paper and non-paraer materials, latex saturated 
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durable papers, coated polyolefin substrates formed from 
randomly^ dispersed and bonded polyolefin filaments, reinforced 
papers, a\nd combinations thereof, 

Claim \45. The method of deterring counterfeiting 
in accordance with claim 3 7 wherein said document is selected 
from the group consisting of currency, stock certificates, bond 
certificates, \ special event tickets, tax stamps, official 
certificates, wassports, bank and travelers checks, anti- 
counterf eiting labels, birth certificates, land deed titles, 
visas, food stamps, lottery tickets, driver's licenses, wills, 
coupons, rebates, \ contracts, test answer forms, invoices, 
inventory forms, arid original artwork. 
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